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LAW in Colorado  

SUMMARY: Fifty-four percent of voters approved Amendment 20 on November 7, 2000, which 
amends the state’s constitution to recognize the medical use of marijuana. The law took effect on 
June 1, 2001. It removes state-level criminal penalties on the use, possession and cultivation of 
marijuana by patients who possess written documentation from their physician affirming that he or 
she suffers from a debilitating condition and advising that they "might benefit from the medical 
use of marijuana." (Patients must possess this documentation prior to an arrest.) Patients 
diagnosed with the following illnesses are afforded legal protection under this act: cachexia; 
cancer; chronic pain; chronic nervous system disorders; epilepsy and other disorders 
characterized by seizures; glaucoma; HIV or AIDS; multiple sclerosis and other disorders 
characterized by muscle spasticity; and nausea. Visit:  
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Medical Marijuana in Colorado.  The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
offers complete information on the legal use of medical cannabis in the state of Colorado.  
Amendment 20, approved by Colorado voters in November 2000, authorizes the use of marijuana 
to alleviate certain debilitating medical conditions:  cancer, glaucoma, HIV/AIDS positive, 
cachexia; severe pain; severe nausea; seizures, including those that are characteristic of 
epilepsy; or persistent muscle spasms, including those that are characteristic of multiple 
sclerosis.  Visit:  http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/hs/medicalmarijuana/marijuanafactsheet.asp 
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Erowid Cannabis Vault : Colorado 1998 Medical Marijuana Initiative.  Colorado 
1998 Medical Marijuana Initiative - Amendment 19 : Colorado General Assembly, 
Legislative Council.  Analysis of 1998 Ballot Proposals.  Amendment 19, MEDICAL 
USE OF MARIJUANA Background and arguments for and against.  Visit:  
http://www.erowid.org/plants/cannabis/98_vote/cannabis_98_vote_co.shtml 
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Medical marijuana patient information, cannabis buyers clubs ... The Colorado Department 
of Public Health and Environment provides ... Legal Marijuana Guide - Medical Cannabis Patient 
Resources On-line - Medical Marijuana ... http://potclubs.us/ where you’ll find 
http://potclubs.us/content/main.colorado.php and 
http://potclubs.us/official/officialinfo.colorado.php 
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National Families in Action, A Guide to Drug-Related State Ballot Initiatives.  Summary of 
Colorado Initiative 40 - Medical Use of Marijuana 1998.  Contains sponsors, opponents, 
background, analysis, funders, quotations from proponents and opponents, and status of Initiative 
40, and how Colorado ranks ... visit:  http://www.nationalfamilies.org/guide/colorado40.html 
 
PureTHC.com – Patients.  It is the largest medical marijuana buyers' club in Canada. ... 
Colorado Cannabis - Helping patients register and secure medicinal marijuana in the state of ... 
visit:  http://purethc.com/health-and-medicinal/patients.htm 
 
 
American Alliance for Medical Cannabis (AAMC) adds State Directors for West Virginia and 
Colorado. “Cindy started a group called “Mountaineers for Medical Cannabis” The Mountaineers 
hold public ... Jim is part of the Colorado Medical Marijuana Registry. ...”  October 16, 2002.  We 
are very happy to announce that new AAMC Chapters have been formed and admitted from the 
States of Colorado and West Virginia. This brings the number of active AAMC States to eleven 
including California, Oregon, New Mexico, Rhode Island, Utah, Idaho, Georgia, Florida, and 
Kentucky.  Visit:  http://www.letfreedomgrow.com/articles/add_CO_WV.htm 
 
Green Therapy | High Hopes | Medical Marijuana Comedy Fundraiser.  Green Therapy's aim 
is to raise awareness of the benefits of medical marijuana. We also raise much needed funds for 
local compassion clubs and collectives through comedy show fundraisers. Past performers have 
included: Bill Maher, Joe Rogan, Rick Overton, Kevin Nealon, Dom Irrera, Jim Gaffigan, Doug 
Stanhope, Patton Oswalt, Rick Rockwell, Doug Benson, Sabrina Matthews, Ngaio Bealum, Kerry 
Talmage and others. Click here to view some of the flyers from past shows. Check below to view 
the press release for the next upcoming show.  Then you’ll want to be at the upcoming Medical 



Marijuana Extravaganja. ... On October 25, 2001 the Los Angeles Cannabis Resource Center 
was raided, ... visit:  http://www.greentherapy.com/ 
 
 

Groups, NATL 
 
Marijuana Policy Project: Colorado.  last updated June 14, 2005. Urge your legislators to 
improve Colorado's marijuana laws.  Along with nine other states, Colorado currently protects its 
medical marijuana patients from arrest and imprisonment. However, adults who use marijuana 
responsibly still face serious consequences under Colorado state law. Unfortunately, The 
Colorado General Assembly adjourned in May, without any discussion of enacting sensible 
marijuana policies. ... visit:  http://www.mpp.org/CO/overview.html 
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NEWS and Info 
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Medical Marijuana in Colorado. This document contains links to all the coverage provided by this 
publication of medical marijuana in Colorado. I've also linked to this document from many of the 
articles listed below. The goal is to collect the information in one place and enable readers to 
follow the progression of various stories.  Visit:   
http://www.freecolorado.com/2004/10/medmarco.html 
 
 

BLOGs and Msg BOARDs 
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The Original Marijuana Blog,MarijuanaNews.Com with Richard Cowan.  Published 2005-06-26 
16:20:00. Medical Cannabis Page Two ... Letter to Senator Vasconcellos On Medical Marijuana 
Summit From Colorado Citizens for Compassionate Cannabis ... visit:  
http://www.marijuananews.com/marijuananews/cowan/medical_cannabis_page_two.htm 
 
Dodgeblogium : Medical Cannabis in Colorado.  “Kip Strean finally has found his cause. The 
day he met a ’soft-spoken, gentle guy’ named Don Nord, Strean joined an increasing number of 
people in Routt County [CO] — and across the country — who see themselves as activists, 
helping Nord carry his oxygen tank into battle. ‘It just broke my heart when he told me his story,’ 
Strean said. In mid-October, agents from GRAMNET, the Grand, Routt and Moffat Narcotics 
Enforcement Team, raided Nord’s home and seized his marijuana, pipes and growing equipment 
— despite the fact that he was registered with Colorado’s Medical Marijuana Registry program. 
Since then, Nord has been in court fighting to get his medicine back.” (02/29/04)  visit:  
http://andrewiandodge.com/archives/001547.html 
 
 

INFO 
�
Medical Marijuana... Medical Marijuana For Therapeutic Use ... medical marijuana ballot 
initiatives have received a majority of votes in Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, the ... visit: 
http://www.1-cannabis-seeds.com/medical-marijuana.htm 
 
Medical Information on Hemp / Marijuana... Cannabis Research Library - A collection of 
medical research on cannabis ... Breckenridge, Colorado endorses medical marijuana. Frisco, 
Colorado endorses medical marijuana ... visit:  
http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/hemp/medical/medical.htm 
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LINKs and Link LISTs 
 
Ya-Hooka; Activism_and_Law_Reform/Medical_Marijuana.   Organizations actively working to 
legalize medical marijuana. ... the challenges facing medical cannabis patients, their caregivers 
and ... Project, Colorado Citizens for Compassionate Cannabis, ACT UP, and Americans for 
Medical Rights. Rate ... visit:  
http://www.yahooka.com/pages/Activism_and_Law_Reform/Medical_Marijuana/ 
 
Google Directory - Society > Issues > Health > Drugs > Illegal ... information on the legal use 
of medical cannabis in the state of Colorado. ... This pro - legalization site offers information on 
medical cannabis and ... visit:  
http://www.google.com/Top/Society/Issues/Health/Drugs/Illegal/Pro-
Legalization/Marijuana/Medical_Purposes/ 
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This document was researched, prepared and presented as public service by  

MERCY – the Medical Cannabis Resource Center   
1675 Fairgrounds Rd., Salem, Oregon, 97303 * 503.363-4588 *   

visit:  MercyCenters.org�
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